Role of epithelial chemokines in the pathogenesis of airway inflammation in asthma (Review).
As the first barrier to the outside environment, airway epithelial cells serve a central role in the initiation and development of airway inflammation. Chemokines are the most direct and immediate cell factors for the recruitment and migration of inflammatory cells. The present review focused on the role of epithelial chemokines in the pathogenesis of airway inflammation in asthma. In addition to traditional CC family chemokines and CXC family chemokines, airway epithelial cells also express other chemokines, including thymic stromal lymphopoietin and interleukin‑33. By expressing and secreting chemokines, airway epithelial cells serve a key role in orchestrating airway inflammation in asthma.